
 

Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 

design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal 

discipleship through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a 

church planting church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace 

characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

 

Greetings: 
 
The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 
week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  
In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 
the congregation. 
 
They are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye mistakes can be found.  So he 
asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 
 
Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to 
email him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  June 23, 2013 
Title:  A Living Christ: A Prologue 
Text:  First John 1:1-4 
Theme: God has come in the flesh and His name is JESUS. 
 
Introduction:  
The purpose of the first four verses is to validate John’s account by proving he was an 
eyewitness to the events and for John to give his personal testimony concerning the subject 
matter of which he is about to write.   
 
Yet, “we shall miss the purport of the Epistle if we do not bear constantly in mind that it was 
written as a companion to the Gospel.”1 
 
The Gospel celebrates the Deity of Jesus Christ [perhaps to address the error of Ebionism] and 
the Letter celebrates the Humanity of Jesus Christ [perhaps to address the error of 
Gnosticism/Docetism]. 
 
If John’s intent is to calm the congregation in light of Docetic thought, then there can be little 
question in the opening paragraph how John establishes the reality of the incarnation and the 
celebration of human flesh/nature by noting its actual existence in the person and work of 
Jesus Christ. 
 
“First John begins in a manner calculated to capture the reader’s attention.  Instead of 
employing the standard epistolary introduction, the author plunges directly into the heart of 
his subject – affirmation of the Person of Christ.”2 
 
“Few today would question, regardless of their views on common authorship of the Gospel of 
John and 1 John, that the prologue of 1 John echoes the prologue of the Gospel of John (John 
1:1-18). Many of the themes found in the prologue to the Fourth Gospel are related to themes 
that occur in the prologue to 1 John. The only other New Testament work to contain a 
prologue anything like these two is the Letter to the Hebrews (Heb 1:1-4). Like the prologue to 
the Gospel, the prologue to 1 John introduces the reader to important themes which will be 
more fully developed later in the body of the work. In the case of 1 John, three of these themes 
are: (a) the importance of the apostolic eyewitness testimony to who Jesus is (cf. 4:14, 5:6-12), 
(b) the importance of the earthly ministry of Jesus as a part of God’s revelation of himself in 
Jesus Christ (cf. 4:2, 5:6), and (c) the eternal life available to believers in Jesus Christ (5:11-12, 
5:20).”3 
 
“[1:1–4] There is a striking parallel to the prologue of the gospel of John (Jn 1:1–18), but the 
emphasis here is not on the preexistent Word but rather on the apostles’ witness to the 
incarnation of life by their experience of the historical Jesus. He is the Word of life (1 Jn 1:1; cf. 
Jn 1:4), the eternal life that was with the Father and was made visible (1 Jn 1:2; cf. Jn 1:14), and 
was heard, seen, looked upon, and touched by the apostles. The purpose of their teaching is to 
share that life, called fellowship…with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ, with those 
who receive their witness (1 Jn 1:3; Jn 1:14, 16).”4 
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1 John 1:1-4 John 1:1-18 Hebrews 1:1-4 

1 What was from the beginning, what we 

have heard, what we have seen with our 

eyes, what we have looked at and 

touched with our hands, concerning the 

Word of Life-- 2 and the life was 

manifested, and we have seen and 

testify and proclaim to you the eternal 

life, which was with the Father and was 

manifested to us-- 3 what we have seen 

and heard we proclaim to you also, so 

that you too may have fellowship with us; 

and indeed our fellowship is with the 

Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ. 4 

These things we write, so that our joy may 

be made complete. 

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the 

Word was with God, and the Word was 

God. 2 He was in the beginning with 

God. 3 All things came into being 

through Him, and apart from Him nothing 

came into being that has come into 

being.   4 In Him was life, and the life was 

the Light of men. 5 The Light shines in the 

darkness, and the darkness did not 

comprehend it. 6 There came a man 

sent from God, whose name was John. 7 

He came as a witness, to testify about 

the Light, so that all might believe 

through him. . . 15 John *testified about 

Him and cried out, saying, "This was He of 

whom I said, 'He who comes after me 

has a higher rank than I, for He existed 

before me.'" 16 For of His fullness we have 

all received, and grace upon grace. 17 

For the Law was given through Moses; 

grace and truth were realized through 

Jesus Christ. 18 No one has seen God at 

any time; the only begotten God who is 

in the bosom of the Father, He has 

explained Him. 

1 God, after He spoke long ago to the 

fathers in the prophets in many portions 

and in many ways, 2 in these last days 

has spoken to us in His Son, whom He 

appointed heir of all things, through 

whom also He made the world. 3 And He 

is the radiance of His glory and the exact 

representation of His nature, and upholds 

all things by the word of His power. When 

He had made purification of sins, He sat 

down at the right hand of the Majesty on 

high, 4 having become as much better 

than the angels, as He has inherited a 

more excellent name than they. 

 
“Certainly the four opening verses of 1 John constitute the most difficult and complicated 
Greek of all the Johannine literature in the New Testament in terms of structure. Commentators 
have long agonized over the structure and grammar of these opening verses as well as their 
meaning. C. H. Dodd expressed an opinion echoed by virtually everyone who has attempted 
to translate the prologue into English: “The sentence is not good Greek, and it is only by 
paraphrase that it can be rendered into good English.”5  J. Painter remarked, “The first four 
verses of 1 John constitute a single sentence and provide the unsuspecting reader with fair 
warning of the difficulties to be faced in untangling the meaning of what follows.”6 The entire 
quote comes out of the following material.7 
 
There is in today’s church a void between ritual and relationship.  We have become Christians 
without knowing Christ.  Our relationship with Christ is often sterile and tentative instead of 
inviting and celebrative.  This is not the Christ of John.  John invites us into the reality of true 
faith.  John, through personal experience, testifies to the reality of a living Christ.   
 
“From the beginning” John uses this particular phrase nine times (1 John 1:1; 2:7, 13, 14, 24; 3:8, 
11; 2 John 5, 6). The word itself means origin or source of beginning.  Context will determine 
whether or not it refers to something before time or in time.  If John’s opening words are 
compared with John 1:1, then reference is being made to an event before time.  Support for this 
thought is also found in 1 John 2:13 and 14.  That which John laid hold of has its origin in 
eternity past. 
 
John’s subject matter is the Word that gives life.  It is the personal word and not simply that 
which He speaks.  It is the Word Himself.  That which John brings is no new-fangled mystery; 
its subject is as old as eternity. 
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Although John’s structure is considered complicated, I would like us to consider three 
thoughts from this text. 
 
Outline: 
 
I. The Word of Life was tangible (v.1 [heard, seen, handled])  
 
John’s God is real, He is touchable.  John shows the reality of His Savior through three 
avenues. 
 
“The apostle takes great pains to assure them that he and his fellow apostles were competent 
witnesses and that what they proclaimed was trustworthy and true.  He seems to struggle for 
words strong enough to express his feelings.  ‘I tell you,’ he says, ‘We saw these things with 
our own eyes, we heard them with our own ears, we have touched and tested them at every 
point, and we know beyond any doubt that they are so.”8 
 
“St John asserts the abiding reality of the audible and manifestation of the eternal life in Christ.  
This revelation is now a fixed possession, the past realized in the present.”9   
 

A. The Word was tangible through hearing 
 
B. The Word was tangible through seeing 

 

“Seen” �οραω “to stare at” is used 59 times in the New Testament.  Literally means, “To see 
with the eyes, to see with the mind, to perceive, know.” 
 

“Beheld, look” θεαοµαι is used 24 times in the New Testament.  Carries idea of “to behold, 
look upon, view attentively, contemplate (often used of public shows).” 
 

C. The Word was tangible through handling 
 

“While εθεασαµεθα (we beheld) signifies an intent, contemplative gaze, εψηλαφησαν denotes 
not the bare handling, but the exploring use of the hands that tests by handling.”10  
 
“We can hear and see without intending to do so; but we can scarcely behold and handle 
unintentionally.”11 
 
“[Notice the progression of thought]: seeing is more than hearing, and beholding (which 
requires time) is more than seeing (which may be momentary); while handling is more than 
all.”12 
 
“Each act adds more weight to the evidence for the reality of the incarnation.”13 
 
“What was seen and heard during the days of Christ’s earthly ministry left an abiding 
impression on him.”14 
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II. The Word of Life was visible (v.2 [was manifested]) 
 
“The life which always existed in the divine Word was in Jesus made tangible and visible.”15 
 
John’s God is observable, He is discernable.  John shows the reality of His Savior through two 
avenues. 
 

A. The Word was visible through manifestation 
 
The key word is manifested; it is used twice in this verse.16  
 

The word manifest is φανηροω.  It appears 49 times in our New Testament with various words 
being interchanged to communicate its meaning: “make manifest” 19, “appear” 12, “manifest” 
9, “show” 3, “be manifest” 2, “show (one's) self” 2, “manifestly declare” 1, “manifest forth” 1.  
It carries the idea of “to make manifest or visible or known [that which] has been hidden or 
unknown, to be plainly recognized, to be thoroughly understood.” 
 
John continues his thought of our Lord’s reality.  He was not a spirit, phantom, or apparition.  
He was flesh and blood and dwelt among men (John 1:14). 
 
“St. John had witnessed, as he believed, the supreme manifestation of God.  The secret of the 
universe stood unveiled before his eyes, the everlasting fact and truth of things.”17  
 

B. The Word was visible through proclamation 
 

The word proclaim is απαγγελλο. It is a declarative act.  One communicates openly their 
message to others.  The word is used 45 times in the New Testament and is used once in verses 
two and three.   
 
It is interesting that John couples “bearing witness” with “proclamation.”  Bearing witness is 
our English word martyr.  John’s message was of a resurrected, living Christ.  John’s message 
was not one of fabrication, but of fact. 
 
Not only is the Word tangible and visible, but He is also foundational. 
 
III. The Word of Life was foundational (vv.3, 4 [in order that]) 
 
John’s God is essential, He is central.  John shows the reality of His Savior through two 
avenues. 
 

A. The Word is foundational for fellowship 
 
“The term ‘fellowship’ (koinonia) is found only four times in 1 John (and not at all in 2 John, 3 
John, or the Fourth Gospel).  All four occurrences of the word are found in vv. 3, 6, and 7, 
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where the author is concerned to bring his readers into fellowship with those who (truly) 
proclaim ‘the Word of life,’ which also involves fellowship with the Father and the Son.”18 
 

“In 1 John κοινωνια describes a fellowship based on a common faith in the incarnate Son of 
God.  Because of that faith held in common the believers are participants in a common 
interpersonal relationship with God and with one another.”19  
 
Fellowship is a consequence of the cross.  We have fellowship with God and with one another 
because we have been and are redeemed and forgiven.  Fellowship is a consequence of God’s 
grace.  It is given, not earned.   
 
“The author’s purpose is to ensure that his readers persist in the fellowship they have with 
him.  To have fellowship with him is the alternative to having fellowship with the 
secessionists.  In this context ‘fellowship’ denotes, not only a personal relationship with the 
author, but also partnership with him in his work of proclamation.”20 
 
This idea is crucial in understanding John’s idea of loving one another.  “The context of the 
introduction of the term koinonia into 1 John, then, suggests that it was not a characteristic 
term employed by the author, but rather one used by his opponents and one he took up and 
used in his effort to deny what they claimed, that is, that they have fellowship with God 
without having fellowship with other believers (those belonging to the author’s group).  
Fellowship with God, he insists, means fellowship ‘with us’.”21 
 
This idea is crucial in understanding 1 John.  For someone to say, “I love God, but hate the 
local church,” in John’s estimation is ludicrous.  For John, fellowship meant the gathering in 
the context of the local assembly.  It was not what you and I enjoy as individuals, but our 
alliance with the local church.  Listen to what happens when we substitute the word 
‘fellowship’ for ‘love’ within 1 John 3:10-17 
 
For just a moment, let us take some liberties with the text and show you what this might look 
like for 1 John 3:10-17: 
 

10 In this the children of God are manifest, and the children of the devil: whosoever doeth not righteousness 
is not of God, neither he that has no fellowship with his local church. 11 For this is the message which you 
have heard from the beginning, that we should have fellowship with one another; 12 Not as Cain, who was 
of that wicked one, and slew his local church. And wherefore slew the local church? Because his own 
works were evil, and his local churches righteous. 13 Marvel not, my local church, if the world hate you. 14 

We know that we have passed from death unto life, because we are in fellowship with the local church. 
He that does not fellowship with his local church abideth in death. 15 Whosoever hateth his local 
church is a murderer: and ye know that no murderer hath eternal life abiding in him. 16 Hereby perceive we 
the fellowship of God, because he laid down his life for us: and we ought to lay down our lives for the local 
church. 17 But whoso hath this world's good, and seeth his local church have need, and shutteth up his 
bowels of compassion from him, how dwelleth the fellowship of God in him? 
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John seeks to show how those who say they love God but refuse to follow the local church and 
its leadership is in gross self-deception concerning their love of God.  Let me digress for a 
moment concerning this idea of fellowship as we commonly think of it. 
 
I am going to take time to address the idea of fellowship.  This ties into God’s purpose behind 
creation itself and why you were created.  I have often said “God purpose from the beginning 
has been to create a world, a Garden, a Temple where He would dwell with His people and 
their joy would be full.”  Let me unpack this for just a moment.   
 
Before there was anything, there was/is God.  God existed/exists in Trinity.  Our Bible tells us 
there is one God existing in three persons, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Within themselves 
there is perfect unity, harmony, and joy.  Their relationship is unmarked by anything dark or 
strained or tentative.  There is no need of hiding for there is no fear of condemnation, rejection 
or shame.  The fellowship they enjoy among themselves is incapable of us fully experiencing 
in this fallen state.  Even in the absence of our own sin there is still a finite expression of His 
infinite joy within Himself.  Yet God desired to share this relationship that He has within 
Himself as Trinity with the work of His hands.  Our world is the context for the placement of 
man for this encounter.  God created a Garden where He would encounter humanity and 
where in this encounter their joy would be full.  That joy is the expression of this fellowship. 
 
We can have this fellowship with God and with one another because God sent His Son to be 
the Savior of the world.  When one speaks of fellowship they are speaking of the joy God has 
within Himself shared with them in shadow form.  Fellowship is life on life, it is participation 
with others, but it is immersed in a context where there is no fear of condemnation, rejection or 
shame.  Because of our sinfulness we have all the above, yet the gospel answers all of those 
questions. 
 
Some of you have never experienced the love of God, the fellowship of God because you have 
never been with anyone without thinking of condemnation, rejection or shame.  You are afraid 
of what people would think if they ever knew the truth about you.  Friend, God knows the 
truth about you and He still loves you without condition, accepts you without requirement, 
forgives you without limit, favors you without merit and serves you without reward.  And if, 
if, this is true of God, then how can it be any less true for us?  The reason why we have a lack 
of fellowship in the gospel is because we have never really experienced the kind of fellowship 
God enjoys within Himself.  May God push us past our fears and may we embrace the 
freedom that is already ours in Christ. 
 
Not only is the Word foundational for fellowship.  He is also foundational for our joy. 
 

B. The Word is foundational for joy 
 
John states in verses three and four a purpose clause (The Greek word - hina).  The 
proclamation of a risen Christ is the basis for both fellowship and joy.  Without the Christ 
there can be no fellowship with others nor can there be any long-term basis for joy.  The 
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unsaved soul stands in isolation and alienation from God and man.  The unsaved soul must 
fabricate joy, and what happiness is theirs is but a vapor. 
 
“Observe the energy with which the apostle asserts the actuality of the revelation of the life of 
God in Jesus Christ.  Thrice in three verses he reiterates ‘we have seen’ it, twice ‘we have 
heard,’ and twice repeats ‘the life was manifested.’”22  
 
Conclusion: 
 
Illustration #1:  
 
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle chronicles for us throughout The Adventures Of Sherlock Holmes a 
continuing dialogue between Dr. Watson’s running commentary of Mr. Sherlock Holmes’ 
detective prowess.  Dr. Watson is always amazed at how much Holmes is able to conclude 
from almost non-existing evidence. In the case entitled, “A Scandal In Bohemia”, the following 
dialogue ensues.   
 
“I could not help laughing at the ease with which he explained his process of deduction.  
‘When I hear you give your reasons,’ I remarked, ‘the thing always appears to me to be so 
ridiculously simple that I could easily do it myself, though at each successive instance of your 
reasoning I am baffled until you explain your process.  And yet I believe that my eyes are as 
good as yours.’ 
 
‘Quite so,’ he answered, . . . .  ‘You see, but you do not observe.  The distinction is clear.  For 
example, you have frequently seen the steps that lead up from the hall to this room.’ 
 
‘Frequently.’ 
‘How often?’ 
‘Well, some hundreds of times.’ 
‘Then how many are there?’ 
‘How many? I don’t know.’ 
‘Quite so!  You have not observed.  And yet you have seen.’23 
 
Illustration #2: 
 
2,000 years ago a group of people sold everything they held dear and flung themselves 
without reservation upon an idea, a dream, a destiny, a man.  Granted He was no ordinary 
man.  They had seen him raise the dead, give sight to the blind, health to the sick, sanity to the 
insane, speech to the dumb and power to the impotent.  Yet, despite all this their dreams were 
dashed and their faith shaken to its very core when their leader was betrayed and killed.   
 
Now they sat huddled in a small room and fearful at the prospect of torture and death.  None 
wished to be the first martyr for a failed cause.  Then it happened, when they least expected it.  
He appears in their midst.  Their fright is genuine.  They are scared beyond speech.  Yet, He 
invites them to “come and see.”  In so doing they believe.  Yet, some who are absent, upon 
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hearing of His appearance, continue to doubt.  One named Thomas, called the twin, voices his 
thoughts, “unless I shall see in His hands the imprint of the nails, and put my finger into the 
place of the nails, and put my hand into His side, I WILL NOT BELIEVE.”  Others with him 
agree and there was a consensus of unbelief.   
 
Can you feel Thomas’ anguish of heart and mind?  Oh, how he wants to believe, but now he is 
afraid and without faith.  Have we not been in his place, tortured by our fear and doubt?  Yet 
God stoops to the hurt and pain of His people and grants to them their request.  For in their 
midst after eight days of painful turmoil Jesus Christ again appears and speaks directly to 
Thomas and invites him to fulfill his request.  Can you feel Thomas’ total confusion?  Do you 
think Thomas touched His Lord?  I think he might have, for had he not he would later say in 
moments of doubt that his eyes had deceived him, but now there is going to be tangible proof 
so with fear and trepidation he reaches out in utter shock and feels flesh and bone.  Perhaps he 
only touches Him once and is now fully and complete convinced.  Thomas falls on his knees 
and with a body overcome by release and with a broken voice utters softly with tears, “My 
Lord and my God!” 
 
Consider what follows.  Our Lord’s words to Thomas stand as a mild rebuke to His confused 
child, “Because you have seen Me, have you believed?  Blessed are they who did not see, and 
yet believed.”  (John 20:19-29; Mark 16:9-13). 
 
Do you believe?  Has the truth of God’s Word moved you to fall on your knees and 
acknowledge Him as both Lord and God?  It was declared of Moses that He saw Him who is 
unseen (Heb. 11:27). 
 
John testifies of his personal and intimate knowledge of The Word.  This Word is tangible, 
visible and foundational.  The Word of Life, our Lord Jesus Christ, is the very essence of John’s 
world.  John understood what is meant to live a Christ life.   
  
Shepherding the Sheep: (What’s the NEXT STEP?) 
 
1. Is this Jesus of whom John speaks a reality in your life?   
2. Have you experienced with your senses a resurrected Christ? 
3. Have you, like the Psalmist, tasted and seen that God is good (Psalm 34:8)?  
4. Friend, there is a well that we are invited to draw from that will satisfy our most intimate 

longings.  Come and drink and you will find that He is enough. 
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